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How English became such
a big part of my life
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It all started back in 1970, when I was born in Formiga, a small town in a valley surrounded by the mountains of Minas Gerais.
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Living there was okay, but since I was a small child, I always wondered what was over those mountains. 
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My good friend Andy Pfeiffer, back in 1988
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When I was about 16 years old, Andy Pfeiffer, an American exchange student, came to study at my high school. That was the very first time I ever saw a foreigner in person. I thought it was fascinating – someone who was from such a far place!... 
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I soon realized that English was really: it made it possible for two people from very different languages to communicate clearly. Isn't that just magical? 
After meeting Andy, and becoming good friends with him, I was able to convince my parents to let me start conversation classes. Yes, I had to convince them to let me do it, since back then, especially in a small town, knowing English was not really valued, and definitely not high on my parents’ priority list.

Click on the link below to visit CCAA’s website
I soon realized that I was pretty talented for languages, and a year later, Eder Santos, my teacher and owner of the school where I studied, invited me to take their training course. At that time, I was already in college studying architecture, and the language school was CCAA.
I was very interested in having a career in architecture, but teaching English was becoming more and more fulfilling. I discovered I love dealing with people, and teaching small groups and private classes is a great way to really get to know people. 

Back in 1994, right before I finished college, something really great happened. I won a radio contest and the prize was an English course in New York! That´s right – a whole month in the Big Apple, cost-free!!! A real dream come true! Visiting an English-speaking country really boosted my self-confidence in the language and I was sure I wanted to keep teaching forever.
The next year, in 1995, I started participating in an YMCA exchange program that sent college students to work in summer camps in the USA. I went through the selection process successfully and that time I spent four months in Texas, and my English improved a lot. 


In these first visits to America, I made a lot of good foreign friends and I went back to the US several times to visit them. I kept volunteering for the YMCA for six years, and I was sent abroad two other times through the same exchange program. 
Let me go back to my professional life now. I graduated from UFMG in 1995 and, for quite a few years, I was able to coordinate the two jobs: I was teaching early mornings and evenings, and I worked at architecture firms during the day. However, as you might imagine, leading two careers is not easy.  
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An architect or a teacher? What am I???
In 1998, I was teaching part-time at Number One English Schools when my boss offered me a full-time position substituting another teacher who was leaving. I was happier and happier in the classroom, and more and more frustrated as an architect (dealing with construction workers is not easy, believe me!), so I decided to take his offer. I thought it would be something temporary and that I would go back to my job in architecture a few months later. I never looked back… 
After deciding that teaching English would be my full-time career, I realized I needed proper training. I worked reeeallly hard for a couple of years, sold everything I had in hands and moved to Burlington, Vermont (US again). There, I got my Master’s degree in Teaching English as a Foreign and Second Language. I studied at Saint Michael’s College, which has an excellent MATESL program.



Click on the logo to visit the SMC’s website
I spent a year and a half in the States that time. Despite being quite broken all the time, life in Vermont was wonderful! I feel I was really lucky there. I got a job at the English school of the university as an assistant teacher, and I had the chance to teach students from all over the world. Sometimes there were eight students in the class, each from a different country and with a different mother tongue. That experience definitely made me a better teacher!

At the end of my program in Vermont, I had the chance to choose where I would do my Practicum. I could have stayed there, but I chose to try something different (and cheaper, since all the expenses were paid for) – I went to Japan!!! I spent four months there teaching art students at Tokyo Kogei University. What a wonderful experience! 
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Japan – this was home for a while…
Click on the picture to visit Tamagawa’s website
This visit to Japan was so interesting that I decided to go back the following and take a job offer at a different school: Tamagawa Gakuen, in Tokyo too. There, I taught conversation at their junior high school and college. I spent a year and a half in Japan this time.
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Some of my dearest students in Japan
For those who are interested in life in Japan, here is a cool video from Youtube. It is the train ride from my home to the school where I worked. Click on the picture and see a bit of Tokyo.



 
Train ride from Tamagawa to Machida, in Tokyo
I am back in Brazil and, after working for different language schools, I nowadays teach only private students. I have a nice office in my apartment and most of them come over for their classes, although I still go to some companies, like Companhia Vale do Rio Doce (CVRD), Multiplan (BH Shopping and Diamond Mall), Rede Globo, etc.

I am very happy working as a private teacher now. I really believe in what I do, and I have wonderful pupils. Below are some of my beautiful students.
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	Renato Tavares, an advertiser
	Tatiana, from CVRD
	Flavio, calling Australia in one of our classes
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	Eudes, a very talented student
	Pedro, a incredible music writer
	Some students at one of our dinner classes


As you can see, I brought the English language into my life when I was looking for a tool for exploring the world that I always knew to exist beyond the mountains surrounding my hometown. I found this and much more. English has taken me to some of the most exciting places and situations that now make the most precious memories I have in my heart. Thinking about this makes me so happy that I feel like hugging the world!!! 
To see what I mean by hugging the world, check out this little video below: 












View of Formiga – what was there over those mountains?








One of my groups at the YMCA.











