
MY LEARNING STORY 

Name: Karine Rodrigues Pinheiro

I started learning English when I was 11 years old. 


   

I was at fifth grade and I was having problems when English started to be taught as a subject. 

The problem was that in my class there were many classmates who have been studying English longer than me. So, when the school teacher started one topic and most of the students have seen it before, she simply skipped that topic and moved to a new one! 

It had been extremely difficult 
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 consequently, I asked my parents to enroll me in an English course. 

I have studied at 
 for 7 years. I used to enjoy my classes, the teachers and classmates. The classes were pleasant and interesting but sometimes I got tired of studying. At first, I studied through the audiolingual method with lots of drills and repetition. But after some time, the course changed the methodology and the communicative approach started to be used. 

I remember I was a very shy student especially at the “speaking moment”. And the only thing that could make me speak was the 

  activities I had. 

 
They were simple and meaningful for me. And I had the feeling that while I was singing those songs I wasn’t being observed or analyzed because the song was the main focus. There is a very especial song for me performed by James Taylor called “You’ve got a friend” that I had in one of my English classes. This song was special because it was the first listening activity that I could 

understand perfectly while I was doing it! I felt really happy! 

I concluded their English program when I was about to graduate in high school. By that time, I was completely involved in English atmosphere and decided to take Letras thinking about being a translator. But when I got in touch to some translation tasks I really hated and looked for other experiences. That was the time that I started teaching and from that moment I knew which was going to be my occupation!  


I graduated in Letras at UNI-BH in the end of 2005 [image: image5.jpg]


  and I have been teaching for 5 years!    






[image: image6.jpg]


_1251133687.doc
[image: image1.png]





 












