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My English learning history started at the age of 15 years old when I enrolled at a private language institute (Wizard). In spite of having studied English at the regular state school I attended throughout my school term, to be precise since the fifth grade of secondary school, the beginning of acquisition of, among other things, a range of vocabulary, expressions, idioms and grammar rules definitely took place later in my life. Rarely at the state school I studied could I have speaking or listening activities in the classroom. Reading and writing small texts with a dictionary support were the further I could reach until I was 15 years old.





From the time I started the English course on, my learning process was dictated by a communicative approach, in which right after input lessons there used to come output ones. The latter was not a simple reproduction of exactly what I had studied in the previous lessons, but rather a chance to express myself the way I felt like to. There were loose questions in most of the output lessons, which opened doors and also motivated me to do my best to express myself as clearly as possible. All of the three teachers I had throughout my five-year course term used to tell me not to conform to what was presented to me in the classes, but to try to experience different things. Their suggestion played an important role and proved through the years that I would have to challenge myself if I were to learn the language effectively.





Provided my passion to international music and my uncontrolled will to understand them fully; word by word, sentence by sentence, its whole message, its context and so on and so forth, the search and analysis of innumerous songs have helped me a lot. Other valuable hobbies that I have kept on with to support my learning process are watching video clips and movies, reading literature books and magazines, accessing some internet interactive and informative sites and writing emails to friends from all over the world and comments to magazine editors. Some former proper grammar rule instruction is also necessary to me because I am an English teacher now and I must be aware that the way one may express him or herself will reveal a lot about that person, and it may influence decision makings or judgments, whatever they are.

























































































Provided my passion to international music and my uncontrolled will to understand them fully; word by word, sentence by sentence, its whole message, its context and so on and so forth, the search and analysis of innumerous songs have helped me a lot. The fact that I like doing it has allowed learning to take place; it may have to do with high levels of affective filter involved. Other valuable hobbies that I have kept on with to support my learning process are watching video clips and movies, reading literature books and magazines, accessing some internet interactive and informative sites and writing emails to friends from all over the world and comments to magazine editors. Some former proper grammar rule instruction is also necessary to me because I am an English teacher now and I must be aware that the way one may express him or herself will reveal a lot about that person, and it influences decision makings or judgments, whatever they are.








Letter to the editor – Newsweek, Dec. 11, 2006:


Global Warming’s Wild Victims


YOUR OCT. 16 COVER STORY “Why The Frogs Are Dying”, as important and relevant as your earlier special report on “Going Green” (Aug. 14), showed us that the ongoing extinction of several species of wildlife has already caused trouble and may, consequently, reduce the human lifespan, too. It seems that although we have been aware of is happening to our ecosystem, little has been done or achieved by those who would like to change this alarming situation. We can’t turn a blind eye to the waste of natural resources or to the slaying of animal species that maintain the balance of life on earth. In other words, every one of us needs to support environmental issues because we are all involved – nature and wildlife are vitally important to all life on earth.


Clarissa Costa


Montes Claros, Brazil 


	











