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My journey through the English language
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Click here to listen to the

 American Hymn.

When I was eight years old my parents enrolled me in a famous English course at Belo Horizonte. At the time, the classes were very amazing for me since there were a lot of videos presentations and I was going well on it. I have studied in this course for four years, however, at the end of this period, I felt that I did not know anything. Neither my parents nor me could understand why this was happening, since I was always the best student of the classroom.

 Nowadays, I can easily find a response for it: lessons were completely centered on practice instead of production. The students had simply to repeat the dialogs, which were always out of context (there is an interesting paper about this subject here). In addition, the examinations were the same repetition that is why they could not prove the student knowledge.

After all these bad experience,  I stopped for a year, studing it just during the school, which was not so bad as you can thing. There was a new teacher at my school and she always put some music for us in the end of each class. Once she played  a song and it always came to my mind is Yellow Submarine by The Beatles. The interestings classes showed me that english as quite available for me if I wanted to. So, I told my parents that I wanted to come back to the Englishes classes, by in a differenty way.

 I begun studying English with a private teacher.  The teacher was very strict and her classes used to be based on communicative approach, which allowed me to develop the four abilities: writing, listening, reading and speaking.
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     Video , Video 2
From the left to the right: Martina (Italian), Me, Eugenia (Mexican), and Sabrina (Italian)
Two years and a half later, when I was 15 years old, I was able to attend a Summer Course in London (more information about the city). Living in an foreign country and having to use all the time a foreign language was the most important experience for me to get mature not only at the language itself, but also at my personal life. There I made very good friends from all over the world who I keep on touch until nowadays. 

When I came back Brazil, I was determined that I would like to work with the English language.  I did the last year of the high school in another school, which were very demanding and I had to forget the englishes classes again to study the other subjects. During this year, I had to satisfy myself with a English class based on the Vestibular tests. My teacher used to teach a technique called Skimming and Scaning in order to facilitate the reading of the texts for those students who didn’t know english or know a little. Actually, I don’t know if it works since I’ve never try it. During the same year, I did a Cambridge exam, and for my disapointment I failed. After this I started questioning myself : Do I really know English?  How much these profiency tests prove? 

 Although I had too much doubts in my mind, I kept on investing in my dreams. Finally, I got through UFMG to study at FALE, where each day I am having opportunities to know good professors who are helping me a lot to discover the English language.
