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I didn't have English classes until I was in junior high at Belo Horizonte. I was quite excited when I started learning it, differently from my classmates, who didn't seem to like it so much and rather found it a bore. My first school was Yásigi, while later I sudied 2 years at Number One. It seems that English came easy to me, so I frequently studied it by myself. It was one of the few subjects I studied without too much of an effort, or without complaining too much. It was a pleasure. I didn't complain about having to memorize words and expressions, or role-playing a situation with a classmate. I was always willing to repeat a word or sentence as many times I could until I got the pronunciation right. I liked to listen to the tapes and repeat after them. I read a lot aloud. I loved to sing along with my favorite singers. By that time (late 80s), my favorite band to learn English was The Beatles.




Here is one of my favorite songs from them:

"Hey Jude" Video - You Tube
 

My teachers were very nice and helpful. I don't remember criticizing any of them. At that time I already considered them as helpers rather than "knows-it-alls". I remember a teacher I had in seventh grade in Santo Antônio high school, which was very good and especially charismatic. He was strict and funny at the same time, and this lent him an air of wisdom and respect. At least that's how I saw him. In his classes we had to memorize many things for the tests – the irregular verbs, vocabulary, grammar, prepositions, etc, but I enjoyed doing it. He didn't use videos, songs, or any audiovisual resources. There were many students in the class (about 40), and learning depended mostly on individual effort. As I invested a lot of time studying English, I built solid knowledge that helped me many times. 
 
I spent my last year of high school in the USA, at the Alton Central High School, in Alton Bay, New Hampshire.
Pictures from Alton Bay, New Hampshire USA:



Alton Bay Seal
 




Fan Boats on the Bay - Alton - NH



Alton City Hall



Alton Police Department

Snowmobile Video in Alton Bay , New Hampshire. 
 
At first I had some trouble speaking and understanding people because, obviously, Americans speak English differently from us. After I got used to it, I began enjoying it more. I was able to read textbooks, talk to people and be understood. The only thing I didn't do much was small talk (what might be called interactional talk). But then again, I don't do this much in Portuguese either. I don't use lots of proverbs, phrasal verbs, expressions in Portuguese, and didn't make an effort to learn how to do it in English. In order to learn more Enlgish, I used to watch TV series such as:
Cheers Video
 


 


 

 

Cheers MP3 Files: 
 
Cheers Theme 989 kb 1:02
 

Theme tune from "Cheers". Cheers Theme (full version) 2.3 mb 2:27
 

Twin Peaks Video
 


 

Or soap operas such as Days of Our Lives (video) 
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During college (my first major, Architecture), I started learning other languages like Spanish, Italian and French. I had some classes at Cultura Inglesa, which prepared me for a certificate exam and also helped me organize and understand what I had learned before. I also had some classes with an English native, which was good too. Unfortunately, it lasted only about a year. After I graduated, I started teaching English privately, and then in schools. During this time I liked to spend my free time reading dictionaries and grammar books and talking with natives. Five years later I decided to get a master's in English Literature at FALE - UFMG, and then started learning the jargon of the area and using my English again in classes. 
I think that what motivated me to study English and other languages is that is has a close relationship with culture, and I am particularly interested in European culture. I love to learn about artists and authors of the past, to learn about European lifestyles, people, etc. It has always fascinated me, and languages are a means of getting to know this culture.
