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How Did English Come To My Life?





Well… I studied in private schools from the kindergarten to high school - all my life. I started having English classes on the 7th period of Junior High school. All the classes were the same, the teacher used to pass the grammar in English on the board and explain everything in Portuguese. Communication that should be the main target wasn’t reached. When I started to have English classes I just loved it and I figured out that this was what I wanted to do in my life - work with English, being a teacher or a translator, anything with English. I wasn’t satisfied because as much as I studied I couldn’t speak in English, only separate sentences like: "The book is on the table; May I go to the toilet, please? How can I say ----- in English"? Then, I decided to talk to my parents and asked them to enroll me in an English course. At first, they put me at Number One, but as a matter of fact I didn’t like the methodology and failed. The methodology was based on the Imitative approach, we saw some cartoons on TV, the teacher paused and we had to repeat with the same rhythm. The good point is that we mustn’t translate anything; we had to understand the sentences or words by context. So, in a way or another, I had a great base and to speak to the teacher I had to try everything in English. They divided the classes in parts: Grammar, Listening and Reading. As I didn’t like the methodology and failed and the price increased a lot, my parents decided to enroll me at Cultura Inglesa. It was just amazing: The books were excellent, all of them British and from Oxford or Cambridge, the classes weren’t divided in parts - communication was the main focus. Of course, we had grammar, reading and listening activities as well, but everything was connected. We watched movies all the semesters and without subtitles to make a summary and give to the teacher; we studied phonetic sounds, listened to music, made lots of compositions and presented works in front of the class about books or experiences we had; in order to practice the Oral expression. From this time, I really started to learn English.











I started studying English when I was 13 and since then, I have been studied. When I was 17 years old, my parents got divorced and with 18, I was obliged to try a scholarship at Cultura Inglesa in order to keep studying. So, I talked to the manager and explained my situation. He could help me and gave a chance to give monitoring classes in order to keep on studying without paying anything.


I did my best and that lasted for the 2 following years. Besides teach monitoring classes on Saturday from 7:00 am to 11:00 am I had to find a job, because the situation in my house got very difficult. I got a job as a secretary in a Publicity company. The point was: I didn’t work with English I just answered telephones, sent e-mails, faxes and booked meetings… I was very disappointed and very tired because I worked from 8:30 am to 6:30 pm. I didn’t have time to study to enter in a Public University. I had to go straight up from the company in Funcionários to the English school, Pampulha, where I live. 








One day I was looking at the newspaper and saw an advertisement of an English school hiring teachers. I thought: "Oh God, that’s my chance", because they wanted people with no experience to train them to the methodology they adopted. Fortunately, when I went to school to talk with the Coordinator, I found out he was my friend! We used to fight Jiu-Jitsu together when I was a teenager, so he only made an interview in English with me and hired me as a monitor. I stopped studying at Cultura Inglesa, because the schedule didn’t fit. I was very upset for that and very happy to have a job as an English Monitor. I gave my best and 2 months after I was promoted as a Teacher. I was so pleased that I cried days and night thanking God for everything. I worked for this company for almost 3 years, it was a school for me and I only got fluency in English there. Its methodology is based on Mnemonics and Neurolinguistics. Years passed and there was a time that I wanted more and, as I had developed my English a lot at this school, I started to look for other schools, but they hired teachers who were studying at Universities. So, I started do Pre-Vestibular course to enter at UFMG, it was my goal. I studied hard and at the beginning of 2006 I was approved. One more time, I felt myself in the clouds an soon; I got a job in another school - the school that I work nowadays. I just love working there, because we work with the method of Multiple Intelligences and all the books we adopt are all from Cambridge and Oxford as well as my loved Cultura Inglesa. Our focus is on Communication, we have contracts with Vale do Rio Doce, Rio Doce Manganês, Claro, Tim, Microsoft and many other companies. We teach at schools, at companies and if the student prefers, at his house. Before start College I had many problems on finding better jobs, but afterwards… many doors opened for me. By the way, I work for Cenex too because I eliminated the Integrated Skills and Instrumental English. Now I’m really satisfied with my job and as I’ve been working for an English Teacher for 4 years, my fluency on the Idiom has developed a lot, but I still have many things to learn and to share with students.
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