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         Viviane’s Language Learning Narrative
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When I was 14 I traveled to Florida, United States and there I start to like English. Of course, I went to a lot of theme parks as Universal Studios, but the most interesting was that I also went to a school there. I studied at the 8th grade at Deerfield Beach middle school. After a month, I came back to Brazil and later I started to study English.  
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I studied at CENEX, from Basic 1 until Intermediate 4. They used the communicative approach. This helped me a lot because in this method the student needs to speak very much, so I had the opportunity to use what I had learnt. Since the basic one I liked to study English outside the class. I watched movies in English version, listened to music and read as much as possible. All of this helped me on my learning process.  
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My favorite band at the time was Backstreet boys and my favorite song was All I have to give. I learned a lot trying to understand what they were singing. A lot of people tell me that is terrible to admit that one day you liked a boy band, I do not care, because I really improved my listening and speaking by doing something I liked. Nowadays I advise any L2 learner to look for something outside class sources to improve their knowledge.
[image: image9.png]N\ | Z
Z1IS




[image: image10.png]


After my English course I started to study at FALE and I have been learning some different things I had not had the opportunity to learn before. Of course I still look for authentic material to improve my knowledge, actually more than before, because I believe that we never stop learning a language.
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Today I like another kind of music, but I guess that it is also because I can understand them better. This is still something that pushes me to listening music. For example, I don’t like Eminem music very much but I try to understand him, and sometimes I got it!!

I also love reading Harry Potter books. I agree that the first one is not much challenging to read, but the sixth one has a little more elaborate writing.  I like the movies too but as every book that becomes a movie, the movies lack some parts and because of this the book is much better.

Despite all of these I search for other kinds of sources too, for example, teaching materials. I taught during a year and it helped me a lot to improve my own learning. Looking for extra material for my students I found Oxford web page and some others. Now that I am studying Computer Literacy I had the opportunity to find other pages as a page which teaches vocabulary for all levels in a funnier way, and another that has some jokes in English which in my opinion is fantastic to show how different the culture of the English speaking countries are from ours. But the one I liked most was the one which teaches pronunciation. Phonology is something that I would like to know more and study more
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English is a language that I love. And I would like to travel to English speaking countries as England or Canada. And after this overseas experience I will be able to expand my language learning.
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“What is important is to keep learning, to enjoy challenge, and to tolerate ambiguity. In the end there are no certain answers. “

Martina Horner, President of Radcliffe College

Narrative written by Viviane Campos











