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By Sofia Rezende

I started to learn English very young and I didn’t really have another choice. When I was 4 years old my family moved to Scotland so my mother could do her doctor’s degree there. I went to primary school at Preston Street School and made some friends. At first, my mother says, I didn’t speak a word in English and she started to get worried. But after 4 months I just started talking wonderfully. I guess I was observing how to speak English before giving it a try. It wasn’t long then I was already singing songs from Walt Disney fairy tale movies and Christmas songs. As a child I didn’t have a foreign accent, but time passed and at age 8 we moved back to Brazil. Unfortunately my parents didn’t put me in any English course and I ended up loosing my Scottish accent as the years passed by.

Although I didn’t speak perfectly when I was a teenager, I still had a good lexical knowledge and facility to build good structures in English. Luckily, I lived abroad again and was able improve even more my language skills, but this time I went to the U.S.A through the Au Pair Care exchange program. I spent a year living with an American family and working for them as a baby sitter. I spent 45 hours per week taking care of a 3 year old boy and a 4 year old girl. They certainly taught me a lot! I also took 6 credits in a local college, Suffolk Community College, which helped me to advance my writing. 
Nowadays I speak mostly with an American accent but my ‘t’ is still strong. I like observing different accents because of my learning history. I remember that just when I came back from Scotland I was at a mini English class at a camping vacation and when the teacher asked who knew how to say the color black in English and I answered with my Scottish accent black, everybody laugh at me and even the teacher corrected me! I was so embarrassed and didn’t understand why everyone thought I was wrong. That wasn’t very good for someone that was already shy, so I felt intimidated to speak in English. Know that I understand more about English I can look back and laugh at the situation. I love English because it is a very important part of my life.

